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For Immediate Release
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               585 259-8015 - carla@rpa.net
Miranda Melville of Rush Wins USATF 2008 NATIONAL Athlete Award

(December 2008)  Miranda Melville of Rush NY was named the 2008 Henry Laskau Outstanding Junior Female Race Walk Athlete of the year Award winner at the USA Track & Field (USATF) 2008 Awards Breakfast held December 5th in Reno Nevada.

Miranda Melville, 19, the University of Wisconsin - Parkside sophomore from Rush, New York, had a spectacular year both at US and international competitions. Not only did she qualify to participate among the top female walkers in the country at the AT&T USA Indoor Track & Field Championships in Boston in February, she won silver at the World Junior Race Walk Cup Trials in April and went on, in May, to be the top American junior finisher at the IAAF World Race Walk Cup in Cheboksary, Russia 10K (53:25) competing in a field that represented walkers from around the world.  In June, July and August Melville earned Gold 3 times, at the USA Junior Nationals 10K (54:04) in Columbus Ohio, the Empire State Games 5K (25:54) in Binghamton NY, and the US vs Canada Dual Meet 5K (25:44) in Victoria British Columbia. 

The highly coveted Laskau Awards are presented annually by the USATF to the outstanding United States Junior Female and Male Race Walk Athletes.

A Rush Henrietta Graduate (2007) and past All American, Melville is coached by Mike DeWitt, who is known for coaching Olympic caliber race walkers in the US.

2008 marks the 102nd anniversary of Race Walking being an Olympic event within Track and Field. 
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